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magnates who had survived the battle assembled in Presburg and elected Ferdinand, Archduke of Austria, brother of tbe Emperor Charles the fifth, and brother-in-law of the slain king Lewis, to the vacant throne. But Zapolya, the Governor of Transylvania, usurped the monarchy, and he found many of the nobility to stand by him, for there was some prejudice against the occupation of the throne by a foreigner and a German. Zapolya sought and obtained the countenance of Suliman, acknowledging: himself to be the vassal of the Sultan ; and, though Ferdinand was willing to purchase the friendship of the Turks on the same degrading terms, his offers to them were scornfully rejected. A war ensued between Ferdinand and Zapolya, in which the former was victorious, and drove his rival out of Hungary into Transylvania. He called on Suliman for aid, and the Turkish hosts were mustered to drive the Germans out of Hungary. Unusual floods and storms in the spring of 1528 caused the expedition to be deferred for another year, but in 1529 Suliman set out and marched straight on Buda. The German soldiers in garrison there, believing themselves unable to hold out against so mighty a force, mutinied, and put their commander in arrest, and these surrendered the fortress and city to Suliman on condition of life and liberty being granted to them. But the Janissaries were wrath at losing the plunder of the town, would have been theirs after a successful assault, as well as the assault-money which was always paid to them for serving on the forlorn-hope. They were therefore much disgusted with the Germans for surrendering without fighting what would have proved an easy conquest, and as the garrison defiled out of the- castle between their ranks, they reviled them as cowards. One of the German soldiers struck a Jannisary, who retaliated by cutting him down, and this was the signal for a general massacre, in which the whole garrison perished.
Sulimdn installed Zapolya as king in Buda, and then marched on to Vienna, All the strong places on the road were reduced by the Turks or abandoned by their garrisons, and the Snltin soon sat down before the walls of the Austrian capital Accident delayed the arrival of his battering cannon, and the Turks were forced to carry on operations against the city, principally by mining. Meanwhile forty thousand aldnfy or irregular horse, under the command of Mikhail Oghli, a descendant of the famous Greek renegade Mikhail Kusa (Michael of the scanty beard) swept the whole country round with fire and sword, cutting down the fruit-trees and burning the crops, and committing horrid cruelties on the inhabitants. The peasantry, in revenge, burnt alive every Turkish straggler who was so unhappy as to fall into their hands. Sulimfei remained two mouths before Vienna, aud repeatedly tried to storm